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‘ Although there: were ea'rlzer

Mesopotamidhi law codes, the Code of

- Hammirabi is the most complete. The
law code emphaszzes the principle of
vetribution (“an eye for an eye”) and
punishments that vary according to
sacial status. Punishments could be
severe, as these examples show.

The Code of -:H.ammurabi
25:

196:
198

199:
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If fire broke out in a free man’s
house and a free man, who
went to extinguish it, cast his
eye on the goods of the owner
of the house and has appropri-
ated the goods of the owner of
the house, that free man shall
be thrown'into that fire.

If a free man has destroyed
the eye of a member of the
aristocracy, they shall destroy
his eye. -

If he has destroyed the eye of
a commonert or broken the
bone of 4 ¢ommoner, he shall
pay one mina of silver.

If he has destroyed the eye of
a free man’s slave or broken
the bone of a free man's

slave, he shall pay one-half
his value.

Explain the principle of |
retrlbutlon .
2. Accordmg to. the Code of
' Ha,' murabi; what Was most-
highly valued in Mesopotarman
society? What was thefeast
. valued? Explam your ANSWETS:

-What is the gmdmg pnnc;ple




CHAPTER 2 THE FIRST CIVILIZATIONS: THE PEOPLES OF WESTERN ASIA AND EGYPT (35C0 TO 500 B.C) 31

said “Why when I'was
did you go-out?” caned j

reveals the routme

“What did you do m_school :
“I read my tablet, awre:
ished it; then'my prepared:line
were prepared for.me
afternoon, my hand o
prepared for me.

Copying prepared te;

: tablets day after day
‘ mstmcﬂdns o how to perfown a ing. However this w' :
p Babyioman mamage mual o _'."the only way. of; e' i

form the cunelform
and correctly

1. What skills d1d SCI‘leS possess- that enabled

I_n the -tablec-hoy,s:é_-, j:hﬁe,_mpm_;oir sdi'd_ to me: “Why - thern to become leaders in the govemment
are you late?” I was afraid; my heart beat fast. | military, and temples? '
_ entered before tny teacher; took my place.
My school—farher y-re ad my rablet mympe said, 2. How were_we_alt_h and social class factors in the_
- “The word is cut off,” caned me. schools for scribes? o
He who was in charge of drawing 3. If you were a Sumerian teenager, would you =

said “Why when I was not here

: have wanted to be trained as a scribe? Why or
did you stand up?” caned me.

why not?



